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John 20:19-31 

 

 “There are only two ways to live your life.  One is as though nothing is a miracle.  

The other is as though everything is a miracle.”   If you don’t recognize this quote, you 

might think it was spoken by a preacher or someone in the history of the Christian 

church.  If you do recognize these words, however, you may know they are attributed to 

an unlikely source.  Albert Einstein, one of the most famous scientists in human history, 

is alleged to have spoken those words.   

 

 In this morning’s post-Easter story, it seems like Thomas, one of the eleven 

remaining disciples after Judas Iscariot took his own life, was caught in the middle of 

Albert Einstein’s dichotomy, trying to make a choice.  Having heard the Easter news 

about the Risen Christ, was Thomas willing to accept this resurrected Savior as a miracle 

in a world full of miracles?  Or would Thomas hear about the resurrected Savior and 

choose skepticism and disbelief.   

 

 To be sure, Christian history has traditionally put Thomas in the latter category.  

The doubting Thomas category, to be exact.  I’m not sure that label is entirely fair, 

however.  If you rewind in the Gospel of John back to the eleventh chapter, when the rest 

of the disciples wanted Jesus to avoid Bethany because they considered it a dangerous 

place, Thomas was the one who stepped forward and bravely suggested that the disciples 

accompany Jesus.  “Let us also go,” Thomas stated, “that we may die with him.” 

 

 Those are hardly the words of a man who doubted Jesus.  Or if we read this 

morning’s post-Easter story and malign Thomas for his doubt, at the very least we have 

to admit that Thomas was no more a doubter than the rest of the disciples who were 

hidden in a locked room after the resurrection and afraid to venture out. 

 

 In any case, Jesus initially appeared to all the disciples except Thomas.  Jesus 

showed the group the wound marks in his hands and in his side.  And they were 

convinced.  And they believed.  So the group went and told Thomas.  But before Thomas 

could accept the testimony of the other disciples, he had to see the marks on the Risen 

Christ with his own eyes.   

 

 Thomas needing to see the evidence for himself doesn’t seem illogical.  Who 

among us wouldn’t want to verify firsthand something as spectacular as the resurrection 

instead of simply taking someone else’s word for it?   Isn’t there something to be said for 

seeking out objective, rational truth whenever we can?  What about due diligence and 

scientific proof and I’ll believe it when I see it?  It’s hard to fault Thomas because most 

of us would have asked for similar confirmation were we in Thomas’ post-Easter shoes.   

 

 I want to focus, though, not on the last thing Jesus said to Thomas.  When Jesus 

asked Thomas, “have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who 



have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  Instead, I want to focus on the first thing 

Jesus said to Thomas and the other disciples when they were all in the room together.  

“Peace be with you.” 

 

 Before Jesus invited Thomas to reach out and touch the nail holes in his hands 

and in his side, Jesus took the time to reassure Thomas and the rest of the disciples.  For a 

group of men in crisis, whose world had been rocked and who had no idea what the 

future would hold without Jesus alive to lead them, Jesus began by offering them a word 

of comfort.   

 

Peace be with you.  It was probably exactly what Thomas and the disciples 

needed to hear from Jesus.  At the same time, those four words meant more to Jesus than 

just words of comfort.  Although Thomas and the disciples may not have realized it at 

that moment, those words also represented words of challenge.  In fact, in many ways, 

those four words are the key to understanding everything that happens after the Easter 

story.   

 

When Jesus said, “peace be with you” to Thomas and the other disciples, we have 

to remember the context in which those words were spoken.  Jesus wasn’t wishing the 

disciples peace, as in all your troubles are now over.  Peace as in now that I’ve risen from 

the grave you have nothing to worry about and you can relax and live out the rest of your 

days with your feet up.   

 

Jesus was offering the disciples the same kind of peace he felt when he was 

standing before Pilate just before Pilate sentenced him to death.  The kind of peace the 

disciples could remember and call upon in the midst of life’s storms.  The kind of peace 

worth holding onto in times of trouble when conflict raged around them.  Jesus was 

preparing the disciples for the difficult road ahead.  Trying to give them a mantra they 

could recall and live by after he ascended to God in heaven and was no longer on earth 

among them.   

 

So we can listen to Thomas’ request to touch Jesus with his own hands.  And we 

can listen to Jesus mildly rebuking Thomas by letting him know that the people who are 

truly blessed are those who believe in the resurrection without seeing Jesus and touching 

him.  And we can reach the conclusion that today’s story is all about belief.   

 

Yet this morning’s story is more about what belief requires.  The goal of the Risen 

Christ in today’s story and in wishing the disciples peace was not only about convincing 

them that everything he told them throughout their ministry together was true.  And it 

wasn’t just about helping the disciples see that God had the power to do all things, just as 

he had been trying to tell them from the very beginning.  

 

The goal of the Risen Christ for Thomas and for the disciples was to remind them 

that they still had work to do.  Believing in Jesus was not the be all and end all.  Belief 

merely encouraged the disciples to go the next step.  To spread the Good News and to 



share Jesus’ message.  To love one another as Jesus loved them and to seek justice for the 

least of their brothers and sisters the way Jesus did during his ministry.      

 

For Thomas and the other disciples, believing in Jesus was important but it wasn’t 

quite enough.  And believing in Jesus is not quite enough for you and me either.  Jesus 

urges us to be his continued presence in the world.  And the only way we can be his 

continued presence is if we set aside our fear and put our faith into action.  That’s the 

kind of peace Jesus was talking about.  Not the kind of peace that invites complacency.  

The kind of peace that spurs us to carry out Christ’s mission in the world.      

 

When we preach and practice caring community in a world filled with division 

and rancor, Jesus wants us to know that his peace is with us.  When we preach and 

practice compassion in a world filled with violence and destruction and senseless death, 

his peace goes with us.  When we preach and practice justice in a world where so many 

are oppressed and so many are short of basic human resources, Christ’s peace empowers 

us to seek transformation. 

 

Yes, the post-Easter world in 2021 will still be filled with chaos and inhumanity.  

Yes, we will still have myriad cases where the powerful subjugate the powerless.  We are 

still awash in a selfish world where selflessness is a forgotten virtue.  There will still be 

examples of evil in the world despite the fact that Jesus died on the cross that you and I 

might learn how to better love and serve our neighbors.   

 

But if we carry the peace of Christ with us and use the peace of Christ as guidance 

for our lives, you and I have what we need to shape the world in his image…to shape 

God’s realm here on earth.   

 

“There are only two ways to live your life.  One is as though nothing is a miracle.  

The other is as though everything is a miracle.”   In those first hours after the 

resurrection, after Thomas saw the Risen Christ, I imagine Thomas looked around and 

saw miracles everywhere he looked.   

 

And those miracles so inspired Thomas that he dedicated the rest of his life to 

carrying on Christ’s work to the best of his ability.  God willing, you and I will look 

around our post-Easter world and be inspired to do the same.  Amen.      

 

     
  

 


