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“Sacred Stew” By Lisa Wallace 

August 23, 2020 - I Corinthians 12:12-14, Revelation 7:9-10 

   I’m sure you’ve heard it said, "Imagine how boring the world would be if we were all the 

same!"  Just looking around gorgeous Connecticut, especially in the summer, we have a 360 

degree visual of how beautiful a diverse world can be. 

   It seems all we have to do is look around, right where we live, to learn important lessons about 

sameness and differences, and just what makes life hum.  One of the first things I do each day is 

look out the window.  With a view to the backyard, already God is speaking.   

   There are trees, pines, maples, oaks, willows and more.  The leaves are different, some trees 

are big, some are smaller, some are full and some are thin.  Trees of various kinds, with certain 

similarities, and certain differences.  They all seem to coexist nicely, side by side, each thriving.   

   There are birds, red cardinals, soft brown doves, black and white woodpeckers, bright yellow 

finches, and more.  They all need to eat and work out a system to feed from a common source, 

giving and taking, stepping up and stepping away to accommodate one another.  They all get fed, 

and set out in flight, without bumping into each other.  There seems to be enough room in the 

trees for them all to find a place, and they seem to share the space with other creatures, like 

squirrels and rabbits.   

   There are flowers - white daisies, hot pink petunias, purple gladiolas, and more.  The flowers 

bloom where they are planted.  Some have profuse blooms, some just a few.  Some bloom 

through multiple seasons, some for a week or a day.  They all need light, water, air.  Yet there 

are so many different varieties, dotting our landscape with color and texture, creating rainbows 

subtle and vivid.  Just beautiful. 

   I am struck by how it all works together.  The butterflies feed on the flowers, the rain collects 

in nooks and crannies, where the birds take baths.  The rain and sun feed the trees, flowers and 

grass so they grow green and lush. One element nourishes another element.  Nothing is wasted.  

Nothing is greater than or lesser than, better or worse.  Each living thing has a place. 

   Another way we can look at how things work together is to picture an intricate woven quilt, 

where there are hundreds of threads.  Many colors, thick strands and thin, thematic colors and 

shapes, threads that tie the themes together, threads that enhance themes, bringing sharpness and 

clarity in a sea of contrasts.   
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   When we look at how God created things to work together, it is obvious that God doesn’t 

tolerate diversity, or just dabble in diversity.  God relishes diversity and lays it on thick.  It is the 

spice of life, the kick that we should desire, seek out and celebrate.  Look at all the different 

kinds of fish and animals there are in the world.  God’s got the land, the sea and the air covered 

with so much variety, it’s dizzying.  Shapes, sizes, colors, talents.  So looking to the natural 

world, God likes it diverse.   

   It should come then as no surprise that God’s love for diversity is reflected in people.  God 

made people with red skin, black, white, brown, and all sorts of shades of these.  Even hair color 

is varied - blond, brunette, red, silver, white, and again, so many shades of these.  We have 

people with many different physical qualities that spell diversity - large eyes, small eyes, blue, 

brown, green.  Each precious soul with his or her own personality and unique in the combination 

of talents imbedded in each one of them. 

   Like God, we should lean into diversity as a main driver in a vibrant, thriving life.  If we 

embrace daily opportunities to learn and grow from diversity in all its forms, we will set 

ourselves up to be more alive ourselves. 

   When we embrace diversity actively, we will approach the world and all of life with genuine 

interest and intense curiosity.  Not counting ourselves better or worse, we will count ourselves 

instead as privileged - to ask questions, explore, observe, and celebrate that which is amazing, or 

delightful, or passionate.  Interest and curiosity - these are the doorway to learning and 

appreciating. 

   As appreciation wells up in us, we will find it easier to connect with God, and with each other.  

We will find joy more accessible, and heartier.  Joy will grow and joy will feed our own lives.  It 

will help us nurture other lives in turn.  When joy wells up in us, we will spend more time in 

thanksgiving, thanking God for what we discover.  For the wisdom that discovery brings and the 

new frontiers it unlocks. 

   Thank God we have differences. 

   Imagine trying to do life with a team of clones of yourself.  Why, there would be no one to fill 

in the gaps in your knowledge, experience or talents.  There would be no one to see things that 

you do not see.  No one to come at challenges from different perspectives.  Essentially, so much 

less would get done than what is possible to get done.   

   We think of diversity as differences.  But God invites us to see all of these colors and shades, 

strengths and talents, as essential to making up a whole, creating a unity, that is robust, complete 

and well-adjusted.   
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   Just as the human body has many different parts, these parts unite to form one complete body.  

Now think about the body of Christ.  The body of Christ consists of various parts doing different 

things but all working together to be the body of Christ in all its facets.  When we Christians of 

various races, groupings and undertakings unite to achieve the vision and tasks that God has 

planned for us to achieve, then we really get cooking. 

   In our world, our differences are often used as a means of accentuating and perpetuating the 

distance between us. But God intends people to come together. Our differences can be the bricks 

and stones that make a bridge from where we are, to where we can be. 

   God didn't make us different so that we could point fingers, elevate some and discount others.  

Differences in experience, skills and knowledge are our stepping stone to reconciliations, and 

shared strength that overcomes adversity while promoting health and wholeness.    

   Wapping Church recognizes the strength of diversity in our open and affirming statement:  

   We, the members of Wapping Community Church, United Church of Christ, recognize the 

foundational importance of the prayer of Jesus: “That they may all be one” (John 17:21) by 

inviting all people into the full life, ministry, leadership, fellowship, sacraments, mission, and 

responsibilities of our congregation. 

   We take seriously the teaching of Jesus: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” (Luke 10:27).  Each one of us offers our unique perspectives, experiences, gifts and 

talents, therefore, we welcome all who seek to follow Jesus, including persons of every age, 

gender identity and expression, race, national and faith origins, mental and physical ability, 

social and economic status, family structure and educational background. 

   This foundational recognition welcoming diversity serves us in good stead.  God invites us to 

seek out, and call out our differences with joy.  Then to leverage the sum total of our different 

qualities and experiences to solve problems and make life good for all of creation.  As we do 

this, put a priority on it, and get better and better at it, we will honor one another.  And together, 

pulling in the same direction, we will honor God. 

There are many benefits to strengthening our commitment to diversity.  Inherent in a fervent love 

for diversity, we are also reflecting a fervent love for the One who created it.  Love the 

differences that we have because of their beauty, usefulness and because they are the work of 

God, our creator.  And remember, what God created, God declared good. 
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   God is the Creator and master chef, and we are God’s sacred stew.  God creates the 

ingredients, harvesting and bringing them together.  Carrots, onions, meat, potatoes, broth are 

combined, along with a bit of salt, pepper and other spices.  Turn on the heat to get everything 

simmering together for a while and keep stirring the pot.  Then all the diversity of different 

ingredients, tastes and textures combine into one delicious, complete meal.  Full of nutrition.  

Every bite satisfying.  The perfect stew!  

   May our approach to diversity and unity please God.  May God give us the vision to help bring 

fresh ideas and approaches together, in the church and the world. May we never tire of being 

inspired by the diversity all around us and among us.  We will seek it out, cultivate it.   We will 

marvel, and celebrate it, encourage and appreciate it.  Then, we will find ways to use it, combine 

it and leverage it to fulfill God’s purposes.  In this, God will be glorified.  Thanks be to God.   

AMEN. 

 


