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2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

 

 For seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem, King David 

reigned over the people of Israel.  Forty years in total…a long time for one man to be in 

power.   

 

David’s reign as king was a time of peace and prosperity in Israel.  This 

morning’s Scripture lesson tells us that David was called by the people of Israel to be 

their leader.  It was the people of Israel who put David in charge and kept David in 

charge.  So from age thirty to age seventy, David had the full backing and the full 

affirmation of an entire nation behind him.  

 

In truth, however, the collective adulation for David started well before he was 

thirty.  In so many ways, David was Israel’s “golden child.”  He was one of them…their 

own flesh and blood.  And over time, the people of Israel watched David grow from 

boyhood into manhood.  They watched David morph from a shepherd boy into a military 

leader into a trusted and anointed sovereign.  When it came to David, Israel was all in.     

 

And God was all in when it came to David as well.  In this morning’s second 

verse, God said to David, “It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who 

shall be ruler over Israel.”  Not only was David handpicked by his people to be their king.  

He was singled out by God and given God’s blessing…God’s holy stamp of approval.   

 

It’s not often we hear of national rulers, either in the ancient world or in our 

modern world, being referred to as shepherds.  But God clearly saw in David the best 

kind of shepherd.  One who leads his flock with clarity and vision and benevolent 

authority, always bearing the best interests of the sheep in mind.  One who measures his 

words and carries out his deeds selflessly.  One who acts in the same manner as God acts 

with God’s people.   

 

The strength of the threefold covenant between God and David and the people of 

Israel was primarily responsible for forty prosperous years across the land.  Which 

doesn’t mean that David was a perfect ruler.  Over the course of his four-decade reign, 

there were undoubtedly peaks and valleys.  With the greatest lowlight being David’s 

diabolical decision to order Bathsheba’s husband killed so that he could take Bathsheba 

for himself.  Despite expressing remorse and seeking repentance, that sordid chapter in 

David’s life qualifies as one of the most depraved stories in the entire Old Testament.   

 

For today, though, this morning’s Scripture lesson from Second Samuel provides 

a brief synopsis of David’s resume.  A few bullet points on an overall resume that is 

impressive with a couple of notable exceptions.  When all is said and done, of one thing 

we can be sure.  The Bible offers us a far fuller and more complex picture of David than 

it does of most Biblical characters…  



 

Early on in his life, we heard the story of David as a boy killing the giant Goliath 

with his slingshot.  And later, we heard the story about David succeeding Saul as king of 

Israel, despite Saul’s jealousy of David, which drove Saul to try and kill David on two 

separate occasions.  We’ve heard the outline of the ugly story of David and Bathsheba 

which I mentioned earlier.  And we’ve heard about David’s special relationship with God 

forged and nurtured over his lifetime.  You and I know a lot about David.  And we lift up 

his whole story, the parts that are admirable and respectable and the parts that are hard to 

condone or forgive.   

 

In my mind, David is the ideal Bible character to help frame this July 4th Sunday 

when we celebrate the freedoms our nation cherishes and the people who have made this 

country our beloved homeland and a beloved homeland for many.   

 

Throughout human history, empires rise and fall.  Countries go through their 

golden eras and their darker periods.  Leaders come and leaders go.  And none of those 

things happen in a straight, predictable line.  The story of this nation and its people is no 

different than the story of David and Israel long ago.  Or the stories of other nations and 

their leaders and people.  No matter where you look, there have been plenty of peaks and 

a number of valleys along the way.  It’s all part of the story.   

 

But here’s one of the major problems I see with this current period in American 

history.  Americans in 2021 are generally not interested in telling or hearing the whole 

story.  Actually, the stories we are willing to tell and hear about our nation resemble fairy 

tales far more than they resemble factual accounts.   

 

When you or I hear a fairy tale, it’s easy to define the heroes and the anti-

heroes…the good guys and the bad guys.  We can tell who are the perpetrators and who 

are the victims.  And who wins and who loses in the end.     

 

In 2021, we like to look at our nation and its leaders through binary, fairy tale 

lenses.  Introduce any complexity or any nuance or any messiness and we start to get 

uncomfortable.  Gray areas are not clear enough when we prefer things to be black or 

white.  As a result, we live in a time when we lift particular leaders and specific national 

ideals so high they become almost mythological.  Meanwhile, the harsher truths about 

our leaders and the stains on our nation’s history are relegated to footnotes.  And we 

know that no one likes to read the footnotes.   

 

On this July 4th Sunday, the story of the United States of America deserves a full 

telling.  For every story we tell on this day about the earliest American colonies, we need 

to also tell the stories of the Native Americans who were already here on this land and the 

genocide they endured at the hands of white settlers.     

 

For every story we tell on this day about the self-evident truth that all men are 

created equal and endowed by God with inalienable rights, we need to tell the stories of 

slavery and the Constitution that initially defined black men as three-fifths of a person.  



And women in this country, who weren’t given the legal right to vote until 1920, one 

hundred and forty-four years after the Declaration of Independence was written.  And 

people of color who were denied equal access to voting until the Voting Rights Act of 

1965…a right that’s being threatened even today.   

 

For every American flag we wave today, and for every pledge we make about 

being one nation, under God, we also need to tell the stories of the other flags which we 

have seen waved by white supremacists across our land in recent months and years 

without fear of public rebuke or shame.  The Nazi flag, the Confederate flag, the “Don’t 

Tread on Me” flag.   

 

The same goes for our leaders in this nation.  It’s too easy to reduce our leaders to 

fairy tale characters.  Yet there is no such thing as a pure hero.  Or a pure villain.  There 

is good and evil in everything…and in everyone.   

 

Today is a day for telling the whole story.  We tell the best parts of our story on 

July 4th in honor of what this nation and its leaders have accomplished for two hundred 

and forty-five years since 1776.  We do it in a spirit of pride and celebration, giving 

thanks for those who have gone before us and the ones who have made this nation 

America the beautiful.     

 

And we tell the worst parts of our story so that we can strive to do better as a 

country going forward.  So that we might have more justice and more peace across our 

homeland.  More equality and more equity.  Less oppression and less polarization.   

 

When we forget about the mistakes and the struggles and the injustices since 

1776, we sanitize the story.  And the history.  Like David in the land of Israel long ago, 

telling the whole story of our nation in 2021, even with its messiness, does not diminish 

the story’s glory.   It makes our story real.  And it gives us the incentive both to cheer and 

to change.  

 

Above all else, this July 4th gives us an opportunity to remind ourselves that you 

and I don’t put our trust solely in human leaders and the lands and peoples they rule over.  

We put our trust in God, the Sovereign Ruler of all, who lives and reigns in our midst. 

 

“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord…his truth is marching 

on!”  Amen.      

 

 

 

  
  


